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AND THEIR IDEAS

Not all the colonists were against England's policies. Even those who were against England had
different ideas of what they wanted. Some favored lower taxes, more self-rule, and other reforms. Other
colonists wanted more than reform. They wanted the colonies to be free from England's rule. Instead of
reform they wanted independence. The following are some of the men who were leaders in the disputes
with England:
Samuel Adams was a leader in Boston. He favored strong action against England. Adams was a
leader in setting up special committees of colonists in all the colonies.
Benjamin Franklin of Philadelphia was very well known to colonists and Englishmen. Franklin
had once proposed a special plan for governing the colonies. Under his plan England would rule, but the
colonists would select a council to help make the laws. The idea was not accepted.
Patrick Henry was the leader of colonial protest in Virginia. His fiery speeches helped win many
people to the colonial cause.
John Hancock was a leading Boston merchant. He and Samuel Adams were among the first to
favor independence.
George Washington of Virginia had fought for England in the French and Indian War. He was
wealthy and highly respected in America. He also felt the colonists must win greater rights from England
for changes or reforms. Before long the demand for reform became a demand for independence. One of
the most important reasons for the growing popularity of independence was the writings of Thomas Paine
in his booklet called Common Sense. They helped many Americans to make up their mind to support
independence.

MORE ABOUT COMMON SENSE
Read the adapted selections from Common Sense below .. Then answer the questions that follow.
In the following pages, I offer nothing more than simple facts, plain arguments, and common
sense.
Much has been said of the advantages of reconciliation. It is but right that we should look at the
other side of the argument. We should consider the injuries these colonies sustain by being connected with
and dependent on Great Britain.
I have heard some people say that because America has flourished under her connection with
Great Britain, the same connection is necessary for her future happiness. Nothing could be more false. We
may as well say that because a child has thrived upon milk, it is never to have meat. But I answer that
America would have flourished as much, and probably more, had no European power had anything to do
with her. The products of America are the necessities of life. America will always have a market for its
products while eating is the custom in Europe.
.
Great Britain has protected us, say some. But she did not protect us from our enemies on our
account but from her enemies on her own account. France and Spain never were, nor perhaps ever will be
our enemies as Americans. They are our enemies only while we are the subjects of Great Britain.
But Great Britain is the parent country, say some. This is only partly true. Europe, and not
England, is the parent country of America. This new world has been the refuge of lovers of civil and
religious liberty from every part of Europe.
Everything that is right or natural cries out for separation. The blood of the stain, the weeping
voice of nature, cries "tis time to part."
Anything short of separation and independence is mere patchwork. It is leaving the sword to our
children. It is shrinking back when going a little further would make this continent the glory of the earth.

Answer each of the following questions in a complete sentence. The answers are found
in the article on Common Sense.
1. Why did some people think that the colonies should keep their close ties with Great
Britain?

2. Why did Thomas Paine believe that America did not need close trade connections with
Great Britain?

3. Why did Paine believe that America would be better off without the protection of
Great Britain?

4. Which country did Paine think was the parent country of America?

5. If independence was not won now from England, who did Paine believe would have to
win that independence in the future?
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