
Chapter 7 Review Sheet 

Section 1: 

 The Articles of Confederation provided for a STRONG State government and a WEAK 

Federal Government 

 The BIGGEST weakness under the Articles of Confederation was that the federal 

government did not have the power to collect taxes 

 One of the biggest successes under The Articles of Confederation was that the federal 

government set up lands in the west and a way to govern them with The Northwest 

Ordinance of 1787 

 The Articles of Confederation was the first written plan of government during and 

immediately after The American Revolution 

 There was only 1 Branch Congress under the Articles of Confederation 

 You need to know what the Federal Government could and could not do under the 

Articles of Confederation.  Look to your Study guide Packet, Power Point, and Graphic 

Organizer of Weaknesses 

 Shay’s Rebellion began because of the Economic Depression after the American 

Revolution and the farmers in MA could not pay their taxes on their land.  The MA 

government started to take the farmers land. 

 Americans established a WEAK CENTRAL/FEDERAL/NATIONAL government under the 

Articles of Confederation because they feared a powerful strong, central government. 

 Shay’s Rebellion PROVED the Articles of Confederation were too weak and not 

working. 

Section 2: 

 The VA Plan called for 3 branches of government, Executive, Legislative, and Judicial.  

Also, in the legislative branch it would be divided into 2 branches and in both 

branches representation would be based on population. 

 The NJ Plan called for 3 branches of government, Executive, Legislative and Judicial.  

Also, the Legislative Branch would be just 1 house and representation would be equal 

for all states, only 1 vote per state. 

 The Great Compromise, introduced by Roger Sherman from CT.  This is the form of 

government described by The Constitution today.  We have 3 branches of 

government, Executive, Legislative and Judicial.   



 The Legislative Branch is broke into 2 separate houses. The Upper House, also called 

The Senate.  There are 2 per State for a total of 100 today. THIS PLEASED THE SMALL 

STATES.  

 The Lower House called The House of Representatives where representation is based 

on population.  Every 10 years the government takes a Census to determine how 

many people live in each state and then they use that information to decide whether 

to add, delete, or keep the representatives the same.  This pleased the LARGE STATES. 

 The 3/5’s Compromise was to settle the issue of how slaves would be counted in 

determining representation in the House of Representatives.  So it handled the slave 

issue in determining representation in The House of Representatives. 

 The Constitutional Convention took place in Philadelphia, PA in 1787. 

Section 3: 

 Federalists were John Jay, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton.  They wrote The 

Federalist Papers.  These were a group of Articles Supporting the Constitution the way 

it was. 

 Federalists Believed in a STRONG CENTRAL Government 

 Anti-Federalists: Patrick Henry, and others believed that there needed to be changes 

to the constitution before it was ratified to protect people’s individual rights.  They 

believed a BILL OF RIGHTS needed to be added to the Constitution. 

 Amend means to change.  In order to change the Constitution it would need to be 

amended. 

 You need to know the First 10 Amendments to the Constitution are The Bill of Rights.  

They were added to protect people’s individual freedoms/rights. 

 

Written Section: 

 Give 2 examples of how the Articles of Confederation restricted the power of the 

national government. 

 Write a paragraph explaining one disagreement that arose at the Constitutional 

Convention between:  1) The large and small states; 2)the Northern and Southern 

states 

Explain how each of the above was settled by Compromise 

 Describe 3 weaknesses under the Articles of Confederation 

 


