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Part 1: 

- You need to know the 2 documents from British history that helped establish ideas 

for our government. 

 

- You need to know the definition of a republic. 

Part 2: 

- Need to know what is listed in the Preamble to the Constitution 

 

- The best description of the function of the preamble to the Constitution is that it 

explains the purpose of the government 

 

- The quote from the Preamble is “We, the people of the United States in order to 

form a more perfect Union…” 

 

- The Preamble tells us the POWER COMES FROM THE PEOPLE!! 

 

 

- Need to know the 3 main parts to the Constitution 

 

- Need to know how many Articles and Amendments (not by name just the number 

amount) 

 

- Need to know the definition of Amendment 

Part 3: 

- Know the 7 Basic principles to the Constitution  

 

- Know that the principle of “to provide for the common defense” is the principle that 

would require all 18-year-old males to register for the draft. 

 

- Know that police must get a search warrant before they can search your home 

Part 4: 

- Know how many branches there are to the Legislative Branch 

 

- Know the names given to the branches 

 

- Know how long a Senator’s term is 

 

- Know the main job of the Legislative branch is to make the laws 



 

- Know that Congress checks the president through the right to veto or override a 

President’s veto 

 

- Know there are 435 members in the House of Representatives 

 

- Know the total number of Senators is 100  (2 per state X 50) 

 

- Know that a bill may not become a law without the approval of both the houses of 

Congress  (look to Assignment “How a Bill Becomes a Law” With Congress in 

session know the President has 10 days to veto before it will become a law 

- Know there are presently 100 US Senators 

 

- Know that Congress controls spending of Federal money 

 

- Know that the legislative branch has the power to impeach the President 

 

- Know Congress is composed of the House of Representatives and the Senate 

 

- Know that there are 435 members of the house of Representatives 

 

- Know a bill may not become a law without the approval of both houses of congress 

 

- After a bill has been introduced into either the House or the Senate it is assigned to 

a committee of that house 

Part 5: 

- Know the powers of the President (Use your graphic organizer from your packet or 

p. 260 in your textbook.) 

 

- Know a President’s term is 4 years and he/she can serve for up to 2 terms (8yrs.) 

 

- Know the President’s advisors are called The Cabinet 

 

- Know the President’s main job is to enforce or carries out the laws 

 

- Know the Electoral College has the final vote on who becomes President 

 

- If the President becomes unable to fulfill his duties know that the Vice President is 

next in line 

 

- The Primary function of the President’s Cabinet is to inform and advise the 

President 

 



- When Congress is in session the President only has 10 days to veto a bill before it 

will automatically become a law. 

 

- The main responsibility for developing foreign policy lies with the President 

Part 6: 

- Know that the Judicial Branch interprets the laws 

 

- The Judicial Branch can declare a law unconstitutional 

 

- Know that the Supreme Court is the Highest Court in the land 

 

- Know that the Supreme Court and other lower federal courts make up the Judicial 

Branch 

 

- Know that a federal judge serves for life since they serve for life, they can serve 

under many different presidents 

 

- Supreme Court Justices are appointed by the President with the advice and consent 

of the Senate 

Part 7: 

- Know the term to amend 

 

- The Bill of Rights was the FIRST time the Constitution was Amended 

 

- Know that one way for an amendment to become part of the Constitution is for it to 

be approved by the legislatures of 3/4ths of the states 

 

- Know the chart on page 264 

Part 8:   

- Know the First Amendment, Second Amendment, Fourth Amendment, Fifth 

Amendment, Sixth Amendment.   

- Know the First Amendment protects freedom of speech religion, petition, and press. 

- Know the Bill of Rights are the first 10 Amendments to the Constitution and that 

they protect our right of freedom of speech 

 

Part 10 

- Know that people being involved in government makes for a good citizen 

 

- Know that in order to keep a nation democratic it is important to have the 

involvement of its citizens. 

 

- Know that the only thing that would prevent a person who is 18 years old from 

being able to vote is if they failed to register to vote. 
 


